Utility proposal for new screens and timelines for standard projects to both maximize efficiency within the utilities and set clear job expectations for developers. 
Expedited Process

Use of a 67% minimum load screen(Where minimum load values are available) as part of the supplemental review as well as the other proposed supplemental review screens - a recent Sandia Labs report has suggested this is the appropriate percentage of minimum load to use, An important caveat, again explained in the report, is that this screen can not be used if there is a mix of non-homogeneous inverters or other types of DG elsewhere on site or on the feeder (report has been sent around previously and/or can be provided on request). 

Expansion of the supplemental review to up to 30 hours, or a cost of $3,750 to accommodate the additional screening. The actual hours used will be billed.  

Standard Process

The first component of the proposal is a set of 9 screens that will be run by the Engineering group at the Initial Review Stage.  By performing these screens at the Initial Review stage, the utility will avoid studying unnecessary interconnections and be able to focus energy more engineering resources on those that require it. 

 These initial review screens will specifically determine if a job should be considered for the standard or new ‘Complex Job track’.  By qualifying for the ‘Complex’ job track it will be mutually understood by the utility and developer that this type of job will require significantly more study and detailed design than a simpler job that would qualify to remain in the Standard Track.  Details on screens are bellow. 
Relatively straight forward Interconnection Studies/Designs for the Standard track. Will require Minimum System Planning and Control and Protection Engineering effort.  If recloser needed, design will employ standard non transfer trip solution.   
1. Stiffness Factor Test greater than 100, or similar tests with no other large applicants on the same circuit or bus section. See definition of stiffness factor.  If this is the case, in most cases a system impact study isn't required. 
2. Voltage flicker less than 2%. Voltage rise during light load within ANSI A Range maximum. 
3. No reverse flow through a substation transformer or voltage regulators 
4. No major line reconductoring or upgrades 
5. No station upgrades 
6. No other adverse conditions otherwise not covered 
7. No non-technical impediments (e.g.’s easement violations, transmission rights-of-way crossings, etc.) 
8. Load to generation ratio greater than 3 to 1.

9. Amount of other DG on circuit

Complex Interconnection Studies/Designs to qualify for Complex Job Track within the standard track Will require Significant System Planning and Control and Protection Engineering effort.  Designs may include DTT and other significant action on behalf of utility.  
1. Stiffness factor less than 100. (Minor concern to extreme concern) 
2. Many applicants stacked up prior to the application under consideration, studied or not. 
3. Light load, reverse flow issues through substation transformers and voltage regulators 
4. High voltage rise (from substation to DG POI) during light load conditions. 
5. High voltage flicker greater than 2% maximum allowable 
6. Applicant's POI requires crossing transmission easements 
7. Applicant's interconnection is 5 MW or greater requiring ISO-NE study review and involvement (will require full interconnection study to be submitted to ISO)
8. Line upgrades required (reconductoring, 4kV conversions, extension of 3 phase to single phase area, utility system coordination study required, etc.).
* Caveat: Utilities that do not have their system modeled in ASPEN or another relevant program may need additional time to comply with the proposed timelines.  
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Cluster Studies

Not sure how the 75/75 days for impact/detailed study ended up in this section. In many cases this will involve a dedicated feeder requiring a physical and electrical expansion of the local substation or construction of a new substation and accompanying feeders. This requires all design and construction documents, filing for all required permits – many with schedules outside of the utilities’ control for a new substation, and equipment purchases.

In addition, even though there could be limited sharing of information on the planning side, the protection side of the studies is much more complex than with a single project. Coordination of multiple projects on a feeder(s) or substation up through the transmission system must be done correctly. 

The above is NStar’s use of the stiffness factor test – however, there are also other relevant ways of calculating stiffness of a system.  
Assurance of timelines

As per current tariff mutually acceptable timelines can be negotiated at any time with any project at all phases of the project. Utilities would be required to file a report, at the customer’s request based on either actual missed timelines or expected to be missed timelines, to the DPU detailing the reason for the delay, and when the expected missed timeline or milestone is expected to be completed. 
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